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WRIT 101: College Composition I 
  
Professor: Miranda Ruby Morgan 
Email: Miranda.morgan@umontana.edu   
Pre-Session #1: July 6th-24th  
 
A Note about the Compressed Format:  
Since this course is a compressed section the pace will be fast. We will swiftly but thoughtfully work 
through 15 weeks of material in 3 weeks. With that said, please rest assured that this goal is feasible 
as each assignment is designed in stages, which will enable you to tackle longer essays in manageable 
segments. The course is divided into three units, each of which will involve the writing of a different 
kind of essay called a major assignment. For each major assignment, your audience and purpose will 
determine the approach, style, structure, and content.  
 
Course Description  
WRIT 101 is designed to challenge you to learn the literacy skills you’ll need to excel as a scholar at 
the University of Montana and beyond. In this way, WRIT 101 is so much more than a required, 
general education course. More specifically, the ability to articulate ideas, share thoughts, and 
communicate concerns is fundamental to participation in communal, academic, and civic dialogues. 
The literacy skills emphasized in WRIT 101 such as reading, writing, and thinking critically, act as 
the foundation to effective communication (i.e. sharing observations and impressions, voicing 
questions and anxieties, and articulating positions and arguments). On a daily basis, you enter 
conversations that require mastery of these literacy skills. What this course will give you, is the 
opportunity to build on those literacy skills and hone your ability to communicate ideas across a 
myriad of situations and settings.  
 
Course Texts 
A Guide to College Writing I  
Additional articles  
All readings are available on Moodle.  
 
Major Assignments  
Expect to write and revise three different major assignments over the course of this class. Detailed 
instructions will be posted to Moodle for each major assignment.  
• Major Assignment #1: “This I Believe”: Personal Narrative Essay  
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• Major Assignment #2: Film Summary 
•  Major Assignment #3: Product Evaluation Essay  
 
General Class Expectations  
You will be expected to:  
• participate actively and constructively in discussion forums 
• thoroughly read all assigned texts  
• provide evidence of close reading in discussion forums, brainstorming, major assignments, 
etc.  
• conduct various types of research  
• draft and revise essays of various lengths and purposes  




• Participation: 20% (attendance, participation in threaded discussions by responding to the 
topic and your peers, brainstorming activities, etc.)  
• Major Assignment #1: “This I Believe” Narrative Essay 25%  
• Major Assignment #2: Film Summary Assignment 25%  
• Major Assignment #3: Product Evaluation Essay 30%  
 
Students enrolled in WRIT 101 are graded by the traditional letter grade A, B, C, D, F or are given 
NC for no credit. The NC grade does not affect grade point average. It is reserved for students who 
have worked unusually hard, attended class regularly and completed all assignments but whose skills 
are not at a passing level at the end of the semester. You must earn a C- in this class to be 
awarded credit.  
 
Attendance Policy for WRIT 101 Online  
 
Success in WRIT 101 is dependent on your active participation and engagement. As such, students 
are required to complete all assignments by the due date, demonstrate a close reading of assigned 
texts, actively participate in discussion forums, and thoughtfully complete writing assignments. 
Failure to participate in the aforementioned ways may result in a penalty to your overall grade or 
failure of the course.  
 
Students will not be marked present for the course in a particular week if they have not posted on 
the discussion forum and/or submitted assignments/essays if administered in that week. Since this 
class is being offered in a compressed format, being marked absent for (1) week will result in 
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automatic failure of the course. With that said, I understand that sometimes life happens and 
unexpected circumstances can impact your ability to stay current with class. If this happens, please 
email me so we may discuss your options.  
 
Additionally, students are expected to:  
• Log on at least three times a week – on different days in order to complete weekly 
assignments, assessments, discussions and/or other weekly deliverables;  
• Participate in the weekly threaded discussions, this means that, in addition to posting a 
response to the thread topic presented, students are expected to respond to each other and 
comment and questions from the instructor and/or other students;  
 
To comply with federal mandates for universities’ handling of student aid, certain kinds of student 
activity may or may not count as participation sufficient to qualify as “attendance” in online courses. 
Specifically, as stated in the Federal Student Aid Handbook (see link below), documenting that a 
student has logged into an online class or website is not sufficient, by itself, to demonstrate academic 
attendance by the student. For example, if a student simply logs into an online course and 
then logs out, without any further activity, the student did not attend the online class on that 
day.  
 
For online classes, the activities in the following categories are considered “academically related”: 
• Participating in any assigned activity (e.g. submitting prepared material, taking examinations, 
engaging in an assigned study group, providing a self-introduction to the class in a discussion 
forum designated for this purpose);  
• Completing interactive tutorials or interactive, computer-assisted instruction; or   




Students are expected to attend all class meetings and complete all assignments for courses in which 
they are enrolled. I may excuse brief and occasional absences for reasons of illness, injury, family 
emergency, religious observance, cultural or ceremonial events, or participation in a University 
sponsored activity. (University sponsored activities include for example, field trips, ASUM service, 
music or drama performances, and intercollegiate athletics.) I will excuse absences for reasons of 
military service or mandatory public service; please provide appropriate documentation.  
 
Students in the National Guard or Reserves are permitted excused absences due to military training. 
Students must submit their military training schedule to their instructor at the beginning of the 
semester. Students must also make arrangements with the instructor to make up course work for 
missed days due to military service.  
 
Cultural or ceremonial leave allows excused absences for cultural, religious, and ceremonial purposes 
to meet the student’s customs and traditions or to participate in related activities. To receive an 
authorized absence for a cultural, religious or ceremonial event the student or their advisor (proxy) 
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must submit a formal written request to the instructor. This must include a brief description (with 
inclusive dates) of the cultural event or ceremony and the importance of the student’s attendance or 
participation. Authorization for the absence is subject to approval by the instructor. Appeals may be 
made to the Chair, Dean or Provost. The excused absence or leave may not exceed five academic 
calendar days (not including weekends or holidays). Students remain responsible for completion or 
make-up of assignments as defined in the syllabus, at the discretion of the instructor.  
 
Late Policy  
• Discussion thread posts that are submitted late will not receive credit.  
• Major assignments submitted late will not receive revision/feedback comments from me. 
• Major assignments that are submitted late will be docked one letter grade per day unless you 
get my approval for an extension before the due date. The reason for this policy is that the 
compressed format of the course requires that you progress through assignments in a timely 
fashion.  
• If you are “absent” (do not log on) the day a major assignment is due you must contact me 
to discuss the situation—you are not automatically given an extension until the next class 
period.  
• You are always welcome to complete assignments early  
 
Academic Conduct  
You must abide by the rules for academic conduct described in the Student Conduct Code. If 
you have any questions about when and how to avoid academic dishonesty, particularly 
plagiarism, please review the Conduct Code and talk with your instructor. Academic honesty is 
highly valued in the University community and acts of plagiarism will not be tolerated.  
 
Composition Program Plagiarism Policy for WRIT 101  
According to the University of Montana Student Conduct Code, plagiarism is “representing 
another person's words, ideas, data, or materials as one’s own.” The Composition program 
recognizes that plagiarism is a serious academic offense, but also understands that some misuse 
of information can occur in the process of learning information literacy skills. Therefore, if 
student writing appears to have been plagiarized, in full or in part, intentionally or 
unintentionally, or due to poor citation, the following will procedure will take place: 
- The student will be made aware of areas in the text that are not properly integrated or cited. 
- The student will receive no credit on the paper; it is up to him/her to prove that he/she turned 
in original work. 
- The student will be asked to provide the teacher with copies of the research she/he used in 
writing the paper.  
- The student and teacher will meet to discuss research integration.  
- If the student cannot provide documentation of her/his research, further disciplinary action 
will be taken.  
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In the case that the student is unable to provide evidence of his/her original work or in the case 
that the teacher has evidence that the student has repeatedly plagiarized his/her work, the 
teacher will consult with the Director of Composition for direction with further disciplinary 
action. 
 
In the case of blatant or egregious offenses, or in the case of repeated plagiarism, the Director of 
Composition will work with the Dean of Students to determine further disciplinary action.  
 
Students should review the Student Conduct Code so that they understand their rights in 
academic disciplinary situations.  
 
Students with Disabilities  
Qualified students with disabilities will receive appropriate accommodations in this course. 
Please be prepared to provide a letter from your DSS Coordinator. DSS at UM encourages 
“…students to request modifications early in the semester. Students are also advised by 
Disability Services to make an appointment with the instructor in advance…Retroactive 
modification requests do not have to be honored.”  
 
The Writing and Public Speaking Center  
The Writing and Public Speaking Center provides one-on-one tutoring to students at all levels 
and at any time in the writing process. Visit now. Visit often. We’re ready when you are. 
  
WRIT 101 Daily Schedule 
 
Text Abbreviations 
GCW: A Guide to College Writing (excerpts and activities posted on Moodle)  
M: Moodle  
 
Note about the syllabus: The date listed, for example 7/8 (W), is the date that the reading and/or 
writing assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. Each week the due dates will be Monday (M), Wednesday 
(W), and Friday (F) with the exception of the first week. Since class begins on a Monday and you 
will not have access to course materials prior to class starting, the first written assignment will be due 
Tuesday (T) 7/7. More about that below.  
 
Week 1  
 
7/6 (M) Welcome! Please complete the Moodle Tutorial.  
 
Reading Due: Please review the syllabus and the first “major” writing assignment, “This I Believe” 
Narrative Essay (posted on Moodle in the Writing Assignments Folder).  
6 
 
7/7 (T) Reading Due: “I am Still the Greatest” M, “A Sacred Connection to the Sun” M, and “Be 
Cool to the Pizza Dude” M  
 
Writing Due: Discussion Forum #1“Invention Work: 25 Things Most People Don’t Know about 
Me”  
 
7/8 (W) Reading Due: GCW Chapter One M and GCW Chapter Three M  
 
Writing Due: Brainstorming Exercise: “This I Believe” Narrative Essay (posted on Moodle in the 
Writing Assignments Folder)  
 
7/10 (F) Reading Due: “The Connection Between Strangers” M, “Numbers Don’t Lie” M, “A 
Feeling of Wildness” M, “Creative Solutions to Life’s Challenges” M, and “Leaving Work to Gaze 
at Sunsets” M. Also, please read your final draft of Major Assignment #1 OUT LOUD before you 
submit. This is the best way to catch typos, awkward sentences, grammar issues, etc.  
 
Writing Due: Major Assignment #1 “This I Believe” Personal Narrative Assignment Final Draft  
 
Week 2  
 
7/13 (M) Reading Due:  
• Please read the assignment instructions for the “Film Summary Assignment” (posted on 
Moodle in the Writing Assignments Folder). 
• GCW Chapter Five M (you do not need to complete the activities in this chapter on pgs. 93, 
97-98 but please read the questions as they will be helpful as you begin drafting the film 
summary assignment).  
• Please read “Film Summary Examples” M; From this reading you will select three examples 
to use for the “Genre Exploration Assignment”(the full instructions are posted on Moodle).  
 
Writing Due: Genre Exploration Assignment: Film Summaries and Trailers (posted on Moodle in 
the Writing Assignments Folder)  
 
OPTIONAL Extra Credit Opportunity #1: Complete the Museum Visit assignment on pgs. 99-
100 from the GCW. You are welcome to write your responses in an informal tone. This extra credit 
opportunity is designed to offer you an interactive, and hopefully fun, way to write about visual 
rhetoric. Also, since this course is online, you are welcome to be creative in what defines a museum 
and accordingly an exhibit. For instance:  
• You may choose to view a brick and mortar museum’s digital collection, such as the Art 
Institute of Chicago 
• You may visit an artist’s website or social media page/feed. For example, Kehinde Wiley has 
both a website: https://kehindewiley.com/ and an Instagram feed 
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7/15 (W) Reading Due: GCW Chapter Six M and watch the film that you will be writing your 
summary about and take notes.  
 
Writing Due: Respond to at least one peer Discussion Forum #2.  
 
OPTIONAL Extra Credit Opportunity #2: Complete “Analysis of a Sonic Text: Writing about a 
Song” Write and Reflect activity pgs. 109-110 “Guide to College Writing” M and Respond and 
Reflect pgs. 111-116 GCW  
 
7/17 (F) Reading Due: GCW Chapter Four M and please read your final draft of Major 
Assignment #2, the Film Summary assignment OUT LOUD before you submit. This is the best 
way to catch typos, awkward sentences, grammar issues, etc. Also, please read the next assignment, 
“Product Evaluation Essay.”  
 
Writing Due: Major Assignment #2 Film Summary Assignment Final Draft  
 
Week 3  
 
7/20 (M) Reading Due: Please visit the Websites linked on Moodle to explore the genre of product 
evaluations and reviews. You will find URLs to Consumer Reports, Angie’s List, Good 
Housekeeping Seal, TripAdvisor, and Amazon Verified Product Reviews.  
 
Writing Due: Steps #1-5. You do not need to submit these until the final draft, but I am posting 
this as a due date to help you manage your time. 
 
 7/22 (W) Reading Due: Please continue to research and read materials as related to your “Product 
Evaluation Assignment.” I am not assigning any additional reading as I want you to have ample time 
to research and read in support of this final writing assignment.  
 
Writing Due: Step #6 and begin working on a rough draft of “Product Evaluation Essay.” You do 
not need to submit the rough draft to me, but I am posting this as a due date to help you manage 
your time. You do not need to submit step #6 today, but you must include it with your final 
draft.  
 
7/24 (F) Reading Due: please read your final draft of Major Assignment #3, OUT LOUD before 
you submit. This is the best way to catch typos, awkward sentences, grammar issues, etc.  
 
Writing Due: Major Assignment #3 Product Evaluation Essay Final Draft and steps #1-6.  
**If you would benefit from a due date extension to Monday 7/27 please just email me by 
Wednesday 7/22 and I will grant you an extension and your work will be graded as on time. If you 
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do not request an extension by 7/22 and submit your Major Assignment #3 late your grade will 
be impacted.** 
  
Major Assignment Grade Descriptors for WRIT 101  
 
A Superior writing will demonstrate initiative and rhetorical sophistication that go beyond the 
requirements. Writing at this level is composed of well-edited texts representing different writing 
situations and genres that consistently show a clear, connected sense of audience, purpose and 
development. The writer is able to analyze her/his/ze/hir/zir own writing, reflect on it, and revise 
accordingly. The writing takes risks that work.  
 
B Strong writing meets rhetorical goals in terms of purpose, genre, and writing situation without 
need for further major revisions of purpose, evidence, audience, or style/ mechanics. The writer is 
able to reflect on her/his/ze/hir/zir own writing and make some choices about revision. The writer 
takes risks, although they may not all be successful.  
 
C Consistent writing meets the basic requirements, yet the writing would benefit from further 
revisions of purpose, evidence, audience, or writing style/mechanics (or some combination) and a 
stronger understanding of rhetorical decision-making involved in different writing situations and 
genres. The writer composes across tasks at varying levels of success with some superficial revision. 
The writer has taken some risks in writing and exhibits some style.  
 
D Weak writing does not fully meet the basic evaluative standards. Most texts are brief and 
underdeveloped. These texts show a composing process that is not yet elaborated or reflective of 
rhetorical understanding related to composing in different genres and for a range of writing 
situations. Texts generally require extensive revisions to purpose, development, audience, and/ or 
style and mechanics.  
 
F Unacceptable writing exhibits pervasive problems with purpose, development, audience, or style/ 
mechanics that interfere with meaning and readers’ understanding. Unacceptable writing 
assignments are often incomplete. An assignment will also earn an F if it does not represent the 
writer’s original work. 
  
For more information on gender neutral pronouns such as ze/hir/zir please consult: 
https://www.mypronouns.org/ze-hir 
 
 
